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ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 10-10 

OMB-01 TRSE-00 EB-07 AS-01 /085 W 

071845 

P 190735Z NOV 75 
FM AMEMBASSY PORT MORESBY 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 1043 
INFO AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY SUVA 
HICOMPACIS SAIPAN 
USDOC WASHDC 

UNCLAS PORT MORESBY 1 193 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PGOV, PP 

SUBJECT: SOLOMON ISLAND CHIEF MINISTER RESIGNS 

1. PNG RADIO AND NOVEMBER 19 EDITION OF POST-COURIER CARRIED 
STORY REPORTING RESIGNATION OF SOLOMON MAMALONI, CHIEF MINISTER 
OF THE SOLOMON ISLANDS, NOVEMBER 18. MAMALONI REPORTEDLY RESIGNED 
DUE TO MISUNDERSTANDING OVER "COIN DEAL" WITH US BASED LETCHER 
MINT. 

2. POST-COURIER INDICATED LETCHER MINT ADVERTISED LAST WEEK THAT 

IT HAD SOLOMON ISLANDS GOVERNMENT AUTHORITY TO MINT COMMEMORATIVE 
COINS FOR THE ISLAND'S SELF-GOVERNMENT NEXT MONTH. THE COUNCIL OF 
MINISTERS LATER REFUTED THE MINT'S CLAIM BUT MAMALONI HAS BEEN 
UNDER PRESSURE TO QUIT SINCE THEN. 

3. SPECULATION IS THAT LABOR MINISTER DAVID KAUSIMAE WILL TAKE 
OVER AS CHIEF MINISTER. HE IS THE SOLOMONS' LONGEST SERVING 
MINISTER. 

4. CLASSIFIED CABLE FOLLOWS. 
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